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Saudi Arabia energy diplomacy (from 2015 to 2020)
Maryam Jafari

Abstract

In today's postmodern world, energy is one of the most important factors influencing the political
and economic life of countries, especially the Middle East. The Middle East has been a hotbed of
energy stability and crises for a long time. Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia is named as one of the main
energy competitors in the region. Saudi Arabia possesses about 18 percent of the world's proven oil
reserves and is known as the largest exporter of oil. The oil and gas sector accounts for about 50
percent of GDP and about 70 percent of export earnings. Apart from oil, the kingdom's other natural
resources include natural gas, iron ore, gold and copper. Thus, the diplomacy adopted by this
country, despite its abundant energy resources, can be considered as one of the most important
components affecting the energy of this region, which is especially important to study this issue
with the rising to power of Mohammed bin Salman. Meanwhile, the presence of regional and
supra-regional powers in this regard has been tangible. In this article, the author tries to analyze this
issue to answer the main research question, which is; What have been the most important
components of Saudi energy since 2015, when bin Salman took office, and given the revisions he
has made in his foreign policy? . In answer to the main question of the research, the hypothesis has
been raised that, although with the rising to power of Bin Salman, the young Crown Prince with the
Saudi Vision 2030 tried to free Saudi Arabia from heavy dependence on oil resources, but oil, gas
and petrochemical resources especially with Foreign and domestic investments in this field are still
the most important sources of energy in Saudi Arabia and play a significant role in the Saudi
economy. This research seeks to achieve acceptable results by using descriptive-analytical method

and using library resources and credible sites in this field.

Keywords
Energy diplomacy, Saudi Arabia, energy security, Saudi Vision 2030.
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Critical consequences of unbalanced economic and
political development in Saudi Arabia

Mahdi Delband
Development has always been one of the most important concerns of the leaders of countries in the
contemporary world. The basic issue is to pay attention to all aspects of development. Unbalanced
development is the result of paying attention to the economic and social dimensions of development
and not paying attention to its political dimensions. Saudi Arabia has an authoritarian government
that follows a centralized planning model. This government has undertaken an economic reform
program. But at the same time of the economic reform program, the capacity of the political system
has not yet increased, and the means of civic participation in political decision-making are very few
and non-institutional. Thus, it can be seen that the development of Saudi Arabia has a pattern of
unbalanced economic and political development. Accordingly, the main question of this article is
what would be the critical consequences of the unbalanced economic and political development of
Saudi Arabia for the continuation of its development? The respondent hypothesis is that based on
Saudi Arabia's economic development program, which expands the middle class and ignoring
political development in a country that suppresses the political participation of minorities and the
middle class, the consequences of unbalanced development may open up various ethnic and cultural
gaps, Traditional, social, religious gaps which end the crisis of political instability and eventually the

revolution.
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Saudi Arabia, economic development, political development, unbalanced development.
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One belt - One Road initiative; Implications for Iran-
China Relations
Mohammad Orf

Abstract

As the globalization of the economy has accelerated, the international community is moving towards a
multipolar system, and countries are now recognizing that differences in the functioning of political and
economic institutions are one of the causes of differences in the roles and effects of governments in
global equations. Therefore, economic diplomacy has become an integral part of countries’ foreign
policy. The present study addresses the question of how much China's economic diplomacy in the West
Asian region can contribute to the economic diplomacy of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Based on a
descriptive-explanatory approach, it assumes that with the entry of China into the West Asian region, the
Islamic Republic of Iran can take advantage of the capabilities and markets created in the region during
the Sanction. As an economically successful country, China is considering diminishing the "non-
interference” doctrine of Deng Xiao Ping to increase its political influence by entering new and different
parts of the world. The Silk Road plan or the so-called "One Belt - One Way'(OBOR) project will
connect China through its western borders to the strategic region of the Middle East. China's economic
plan could create regional markets that would benefit the people of the region if used properly. On the
other hand, given the US sanctions against the Islamic Republic of Iran and the European
noncooperation, China’s entry into the region could link Iran to East Asian and Central Asian markets,
and China could also use Iran's strategic position to reach the Persian Gulf and the Caspian Sea. So it is
imperative to observe China's economic diplomacy in the region and to be vigilant about China's
economic activities. In this study, while defining China's economic position in the world and the region,
the economic position of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the region and the world is discussed, as well as

new economic capacities are examined.

Keywords
Economic Diplomacy, One Belt - One Way, Islamic Republic of Iran, China, West Asia Region.
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UAE Energy Diplomacy
Ali Khansari

Abstract

One of the requirements of economic growth and development of countries in today's world is to
adopt appropriate policies and diplomacy to ensure their energy security. Given that the view of
energy security by energy producers and consumers is different, but it can be said that in some cases
their energy security is complementary to each other, ie countries being aware of each other's
energy security policies, could adopt policy and diplomacy appropriate to cooperative relationships,
and it result in increased productivity and profit for both consumers and producers of energy. The
United Arab Emirates is a major energy producer in the region and globally, and oil is considered as
one of the important tools for economic development and growth of this country.Now, in the
leading world, considering the actions of the countries of the world in order to use less fossil fuels
and increase public awareness about the use of alternative sources instead of fossil fuels, in this
article we try to point out the UAE policy in the field of energy security and mention the

measurements that the UAE has taken to increase the use of clean fuels.

Keywords

UAE, energy, energy security, renewable energy.
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The effect of Common Political Norms on Regional
Convergence in ASEAN

Ruhollah Mohammadi

Abstract

After World War II, regional convergence began to grow due to the interdependence of countries. In
the 1970s and in the time of evolution of regional convergences, regionalism spread from Europe to
other parts of the world. In this period, we are witnessing the rise of regional organizations such as
ECO, Naphtha, ASEAN and etc. . One successful example is regional convergence between
Southeast Asian countries; ASEAN was formed in 1967 aligned in an anti-communist direction,
but gradually continued to operate with the collapse of the bipolar system, leading to increasing
convergence in the region. From the beginning of its establishment, according to the cultural and
historical commonalities of the countries in this field, by reproducing common political norms such
as: 1. peaceful settlement of disputes 2. Regional solutions to disputes 3. Doctrine of non-
intervention 4. Avoid military alliances and prefer bilateral defense cooperation and 5. The norm of
consultation and consensus, has been able to demonstrate a high level of efficiency of regional
organizations. This article raises its main question in light of the evolution of convergence theories
as to how the common political norms between the ASEAN countries have had an effect on
regional convergence among these countries. In answer to this question, it hypothesizes that what
makes this organization consistent and stable is not security and economic issues, but the formation
of common values and norms, including common political values, which will ensure the future of
convergence in the region. The theoretical framework of this article is based on the Constructivism

and the qualitative research method of the library is used.

Keywords

Regional convergence, ASEAN, Constructivism, political norms
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The role of nations' cultures and traditions on political
and economic development

Mahdi Shirkhani

Abstract

The concept of development has always changed over the years, in one period the only criterion for
development was the rate of economic growth, but over time, other theories emerged. In today's
world, the concept of development is seriously tied to the concept of culture. This means that the
development of a society in different dimensions depends on its cultural development, although this
is a two-way situation and cultural development also depends on other aspects of society.
Regarding the relationship between economic development and culture, it can be said that cultural
factors influence economic behaviors in three ways: through its effects on organizations and
production; Conventional beliefs about consumption and work; the ability to create and manage
institutions. The basic relationship between political development and culture is that political
development requires a culture compatible with it. The more the culture of political participation,
which is influenced by various factors such as the ideology of governments and the like, the higher
the political awareness and the greater the influence of members of society in public policy, which

results in political development.

Keywords

Culture, development, economy, politic.
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The effect of the foreign policy orientation of the 11th
and 12th governments on Iran's performance in the
ace of the Qatar diplomatic crisis

Mohammad reza Ahmaddoost

Abstract

The macro-policies of the Islamic Republic of Iran are carried out by the Supreme Leader with the
cooperation and consultation of other institutions within the system. Accordingly, the main lines of
the diplomatic apparatus are drawn within the framework of macro-policies communicated and are
set by the influence of the ideals of the Islamic Revolution, the constitution, national interests,
regional and global conditions, and macro-goals. Different governments in Iran have tried to
achieve the goals by adopting their own strategies and orientations. The main strategy and
orientation of Iran's foreign policy during president Rouhani's term has been to interact with the P5
+ 1 countries and reach an agreement to lift sanctions. The main question of this article is what effect
did the orientation of Iran's foreign policy during president Rouhani's term have on Iran's
performance in the face of the Qatar diplomatic crisis? The hypothesis of the article is that the focus
of the country's diplomatic apparatus on reaching the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
agreement and then trying to maintain it led to insufficient attention to regional issues and
neighbors, and specifically it brought the lack of necessary use of economic and security
opportunities in the face of the Qatar diplomatic crisis. This research has been done descriptively-

analytically using library resources and Internet websites.

Keywords

Qatar diplomatic crisis, Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, JCPOA, foreign policy, power,

Hassan rouhani.
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